ry, as if in him the new century hoped to solve the riddle
of its own existence.
But the history of literature offers innumerable exam-
ples of success that was as transient as it was dazzling.
Gorky's success was not of that sort, as is proved by the
fact that it has lasted *ome seventy years. The reason for
this is that Gorky instantly caught the key-note of the
new, the 20th, century and made it the key-note of his
writings. With the 20th century the workingman stepped
on the stage of history as a major character, one who was
resolutely taking matters into his own hands, shaping
events according to his own needs. Maxim Gorky wrote
the biography and sang the praises of this workingman.
la none of his books did he do this more fully and artisti-
cally than in Mother.
Obviously this book did not "spring fully armed from
the head of Zeus". Little by little did he come to a full
depiction of the working class in his writings. In his ear-
liest stories, whose characters were taken mostly from "the
dregs of society", we find merely an intimation of his
future hero. By the end of the nineties and the beginning
of the new century we find him coming to grips with his
hero and his main theme. This can be seen in his short
novel The Thr&e, in which he presents workingmen with
socialist leanings, as well as in his plays The Philistines
and Enemies,
The Russian revolution of 1905 was a turning point in
Gorky's development as a writer. At the head of this rev-
olution stood the proletariat. The revolution was defeated,
but it proved to the proletariat that they were capable of
enjoying victory rather than suffering defeat.
It was in 19U3, on the eve of this revolution, that Gorky
conceived the novel that was to become outstanding
among his own works and among the works of world
literature as a whole.
The plot of the novel is based on true events* the May
Day demonstration of workers in Sormovo in 1902, the
activities of the Sormovo Party organisation and the trial

